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@ Implications: Social Media is Actionable
o Chinese leaders:

@ measure criticism: to judge local officials
@ censor: to stop events with collective action potential
o Thus, one can use criticism & censorship to predict:
o Officials in trouble, likely to be replaced
Policies that generate dissent (& interest of leaders)
Government action outside the Internet
Dissidents to be arrested; peace treaties to sign; emerging scandals
Disagreements between central and local leaders
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@ Does not argue; does not engage on controversial issues

@ Distracts; redirects public attention from criticism and central issues
to cheerleading and positive discussions of valence issues

5/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

6/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

o Leaked emails: Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Office (& 7))

6/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

o Leaked emails: Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Office (& 7))
o Workers claiming credit for their 50c posts

6/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

o Leaked emails: Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Office (& 7))

o Workers claiming credit for their 50c posts
e On the web, but overlooked and ignored

6/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

o Leaked emails: Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Office (& 7))

o Workers claiming credit for their 50c posts
e On the web, but overlooked and ignored
o Large, unstructured, messy data

6/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

o Leaked emails: Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Office (& 7))

o Workers claiming credit for their 50c posts
e On the web, but overlooked and ignored
o Large, unstructured, messy data ~~ systematized (hard to do!)

6/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

o Leaked emails: Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Office (& 7))

o Workers claiming credit for their 50c posts
e On the web, but overlooked and ignored
o Large, unstructured, messy data ~~ systematized (hard to do!)

@ 2,341 emails (covering 2013 & 2014)

6/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

o Leaked emails: Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Office (& 7))

o Workers claiming credit for their 50c posts

e On the web, but overlooked and ignored

o Large, unstructured, messy data ~~ systematized (hard to do!)
@ 2,341 emails (covering 2013 & 2014)
@ 1,245 contained 50c posts

6/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

o Leaked emails: Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Office (& 7))
o Workers claiming credit for their 50c posts
e On the web, but overlooked and ignored
o Large, unstructured, messy data ~~ systematized (hard to do!)
@ 2,341 emails (covering 2013 & 2014)
@ 1,245 contained 50c posts
@ 43,797 known 50c cent posts

6/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

o Leaked emails: Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Office (& 7))

o Workers claiming credit for their 50c posts

e On the web, but overlooked and ignored

o Large, unstructured, messy data ~~ systematized (hard to do!)
@ 2,341 emails (covering 2013 & 2014)
@ 1,245 contained 50c posts
@ 43,797 known 50c cent posts

@ Survey 1: 50c party members

6/16



-
First Systematic Evidence on China's 50c Party

o Leaked emails: Zhanggong Internet Propaganda Office (& 7))

o Workers claiming credit for their 50c posts
e On the web, but overlooked and ignored
o Large, unstructured, messy data ~~ systematized (hard to do!)

@ 2,341 emails (covering 2013 & 2014)
@ 1,245 contained 50c posts
@ 43,797 known 50c cent posts

@ Survey 1: 50c party members
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@ Who is posting?

e Prevailing view:
ordinary citizens
getting paid 50c to
make each post

o In fact: 99.3% of
posts made by >200
government offices

e No evidence of 50c
(or any piecemeal)
payments; probably
part of their jobs
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