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o Total government censors: ~200,000

e Internal censors at individual sites like Sina.com: up to ~1,000
e Internet police: 20,000-50,000

e 50 cent party members (wumao dang): 250,000-300,000

o (Other examples: Iran, Saudia Arabia, Syria, Vietnam, etc.)
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,

@ We show:

There is no contradiction; Wen Jiabao was sincere

China allows plenty of criticism in social media

Censorship is not “leaky & imperfect”; our understanding of it is
The goal: stopping collective action, clipping social ties

(They also censor 2 other smaller categories we'll talk about)
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(Plus 59% from Sina Blog)
Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts

Chinese Censorship



-
Posts Collected and Analyzed

Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts Chinese Censorship 1 February 2013 7 /34



-
Posts Collected and Analyzed

@ Collect 3,674,698 social media posts in 85 topic areas over 6 months

Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts Chinese Censorship 1 February 2013 7 /34



-
Posts Collected and Analyzed

@ Collect 3,674,698 social media posts in 85 topic areas over 6 months
@ Random sample: 127,283

Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts Chinese Censorship 1 February 2013 7 /34



-
Posts Collected and Analyzed

@ Collect 3,674,698 social media posts in 85 topic areas over 6 months
@ Random sample: 127,283
o (Repeat design; Total analyzed: 11,382,221)

Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts Chinese Censorship 1 February 2013 7 /34



|
Posts Collected and Analyzed

Collect 3,674,698 social media posts in 85 topic areas over 6 months
Random sample: 127,283

(Repeat design; Total analyzed: 11,382,221)

~~ For each post (on a timeline in one of 85 content areas):

Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts Chinese Censorship 1 February 2013 7 /34



|
Posts Collected and Analyzed

Collect 3,674,698 social media posts in 85 topic areas over 6 months
Random sample: 127,283
(Repeat design; Total analyzed: 11,382,221)

~~ For each post (on a timeline in one of 85 content areas):
o Download content the instant it appears

Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts Chinese Censorship 1 February 2013 7 /34



|
Posts Collected and Analyzed

Collect 3,674,698 social media posts in 85 topic areas over 6 months
Random sample: 127,283
(Repeat design; Total analyzed: 11,382,221)

~~ For each post (on a timeline in one of 85 content areas):

o Download content the instant it appears
o (Carefully) revisit each later to determine if it was censored

Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts Chinese Censorship 1 February 2013 7 /34



|
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Collect 3,674,698 social media posts in 85 topic areas over 6 months
Random sample: 127,283
(Repeat design; Total analyzed: 11,382,221)

~~ For each post (on a timeline in one of 85 content areas):

o Download content the instant it appears

o (Carefully) revisit each later to determine if it was censored

o Use computer-assisted methods of text analysis (some existing, some
new, all adapted to Chinese)
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Censoring Collective Action: Protests in Inner Mongolia
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o Eliminate punctuation and stop words

@ Experiment with segmenting characters into words

o Calculate the quantity of interest (% censored by category)
o Code a validation set
o ReadMe estimates: % of posts in each category
o Quantity of interest: % of posts censored in a category

P(Category|Censored)P( Censored)
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Test 3: Content of Censored and Uncensored Posts

Predictions from Two Theories of Censorship
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Predictions from Two Theories of Censorship
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With Collective Action, Posts that Support or Criticize the
State are Censored

Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts Chinese Censorship 1 February 2013 26 / 34



With Collective Action, Posts that Support or Criticize the
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Without Collective Action, Posts that Support or Oppose
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Uncensored Posts (w/o Collective Action Potential)
Critical of the State

Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts Chinese Censorship 1 February 2013 28 / 34



Uncensored Posts (w/o Collective Action Potential)
Critical of the State

Collective Action

yes no

yes \(,Y.%@?‘E“’

State Critique

no \@%@?&m Free

Gary King, Jennifer Pan, & Molly Roberts Chinese Censorship 1 February 2013 28 / 34



Uncensored Posts (w/o Collective Action Potential)
Critical of the State

This is a city government [Yulin City, sy oyt oy limons [ 75 44 Wt
Shaanxi] that treats life with contempt, this 7 e B, — A4
is government officials run amuck, a city AWERTTEF, — MR 1TEUF
government without justice, a city govern- *;;U/bj:%%?'?l:%ﬁ/[;j\géﬁ/ﬁ%{/m
. . . . i F, — 5 N NKE T T,
ment that delights in that which is vul- Lﬁ\gﬁnﬂxﬁﬁé|][J‘I[’y:lﬁ, :’l‘iﬁ{:ﬁ%ft&
gar, a plac.e where officials al! have mis- WG, — R AR TR, —
tresses, a city government that is shameless 4 rw 4 v i BOR, —AAEFINELE
with greed, a government that trades dig- MliBUH, —AMFABSEBHATBUN,
nity for power, a government without hu- — TMIAMITEUR, HERAERIE A -
manity, a government that has no limits on
immorality, a government that goes back on
its word, a government that treats kindness
with ingratitude, a government that cares

nothing for posterity. . .
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Censored Post (with Collective Action Potential)

Supporting the State

The bombing led not only to the tragedy of
his death but the death of many government
workers. Even if we can verify what Qian
Mingqi said on Weibo that the building de-
molition caused a great deal of personal dam-
age, we should still condemn his extreme act
of retribution.... The government has con-
tinually put forth measures and laws to pro-
tect the interests of citizens in building de-
molition. And the media has called attention
to the plight of those experiencing housing
demolition. The rate at which compensation
for housing demolition has increased exceeds
inflation. In many places, this compensation
can change the fate of an entire family.
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extreme of all effects
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Concluding Remarks

@ The Chinese Censorship Program:

e Stops collective action, not criticism
o Reveals government intentions; predicts actions

@ Our methodology:

o Automated text analysis methods validated in Chinese (without
translation)

e Enables continuous time measurement of Chinese government
censorship activities

o Reveals information about state action when traditional media is silent

e Might be applicable to other countries
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