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Government action outside the Internet
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@ Distracts; redirects public attention from criticism and central issues
to cheerleading and positive discussions of valence issues
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Number of 50c Posts in Zhanggong: 154,216
Number of 50c Posts in Jiangxi Province: 10.65 M
Number of 50c Posts in China: 448 M

e 53% on government sites (a noticable proportion of all)
o 47% on commercial sites (1 of every 178 posts)
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o Coordinated bursts, many for events with collective action potential

@ A clear measure of government intent.
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e Acknowledges the purpose of public opinion guidance is to stop the
spread of “grassroots social issues” with collective action potential
@ = posing a survey question to the government, “Do you agree with
our results?” And the government, effectively said: “yes”
@ Why would they do this?
e Editorial: “Chinese society is generally in agreement regarding the
necessity of ‘public opinion guidance’ " — a testable hypothesis!
e Supportive comments on the nationalist website: 82%
e Supportive posts on (more representative) Weibo: 30%
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CCP-controlled Global Times:
o Published only in Chinese, revealing a focus only on their own people
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e Confirms veracity of our leaked archive
e Summarizes our results, takes no issue with any of our conclusions
e Acknowledges the purpose of public opinion guidance is to stop the
spread of “grassroots social issues” with collective action potential
@ = posing a survey question to the government, “Do you agree with
our results?” And the government, effectively said: “yes”
@ Why would they do this?
e Editorial: “Chinese society is generally in agreement regarding the
necessity of ‘public opinion guidance’ " — a testable hypothesis!
e Supportive comments on the nationalist website: 82%
e Supportive posts on (more representative) Weibo: 30%
o Results indicate: figures are accurate, the regime has a problem
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e We find: China has two versions of common knowledge
o Grievances (allowed) no problem, already well known
o Collective action (not allowed) big problem, emergency action required
e Arguments never end arguments; but distraction does
@ For future research:
o WHEN STUDIED AT SCALE, CHINESE GOVERNMENT INFORMATION
CONTROLS LEAVE BIG FOOTPRINTS.
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