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The Context

What is Harvard’s Biggest Threat?
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Social Science Principles for Teaching Innovation

1 Social connections motivate

E.g., easier to get you to recycle (for the community) than to exercise
(so you can live longer)!
E.g., Voter turnout drives fail, unless you hear about your neighbors
People mind wander: 50% of the time

; During conversation: only 25%

2 Teaching teaches the teacher! (Help students teach each other)

3 Instant feedback improves learning
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Collaborative Video Annotation
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Collaborative Text Annotation
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What’s left to do in class?

Focus on what they don’t know!

(Intensely participatory)
discussions on topics they think
they’re confused about

Lecture on topics they are
confused about

A version of “peer instruction”

Gary King (IQSS) Learning Catalytics 8 / 13
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Social Science Principles

1 Social connections motivate

2 Teaching teaches the teacher

3 Instant feedback improves learning

4 The advantages of large scale measurement and analysis
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