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China

How’d we get to do this? trying (M), with ), ~ @
Previous approach: watch a few posts; see what’s removed
Data: Download all posts before the Chinese censor them

Everyone knows the Goal:
Stop criticism and protest about the state,
its leaders, and their policies
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- How'd we get to do this? trying (M), with @3, ~ @
« Previous approach: watch a few posts; see what’s removed

« Data: Download all posts before the Chinese censor them
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What Could be the Goal?
1. Step-eriticism-of-thestate Wrong

2. Stop collective action Right

« Implications: Social Media is Actionable!
+ Chinese leaders:
* measure criticism: to judge local officials
+ censor: to stop events with collective action potential
+ We can predict:
- Officials in trouble, likely to be replaced

- Dissident arrests; new peace treaties; emerging scandals
« Disagreements between central and local leaders

« Applications: Mike Smith as Dean of FAS. What about you?
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+ Prevailing view of scholars, activists, journalists, social media
participants: 50c party argues against those who criticize the
government, its leaders, and their policies

Existing evidence? A few anecdotes; “no ground truth”;
“no successful attempts to quantify” 50c party activity;
even several analyses with made up dependent variables!

Our evidence:
. with journalists who found leaked archive in 1
county
. @ from fact of leak to reason for 50c
. @ to systematize messy text, image, email archive
- extrapolated results to all of China
+ In a poll(!), convinced 50c to acknowledge behavior
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L . 5 . | l ticizet]
governmentitsleaders;and-theirpolicies Wrong
« Fabricates 450M social media posts a year — by hand!

+ Does not argue; does not engage on controversial issues

Distracts; redirects public attention from criticism and central

issues to cheerleading and positive discussions of valence
issues

Applications: How to end a fight?
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